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 OUR GARDEN PATHS 

August 2014 
 

Volume 9 Issue 7 

Celebrating over 51 Years of Service to the Community 

Meetings are held the 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 
the Twinsburg Community 
Center, 6:30 pm Sharp 

Next Meeting 

August 14 
Naomi Stutzman’s House 

 

Picnic 
 

Annual club picnic.  Bring a white elephant 

item for the auction! 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Nancy King - August 4 

Karen Murphy - August 7 

Kaye Collins - August 19 

Karen Conrad - August 19 

Kristen Beason - August 25 

Marcia Carston - August 29 

Michele Casto - August 30 

Liz Shorr—August 30 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Marcia Carsten - Hudson 

Victoria Fliegel - Twinsburg   

Peggy Davis-Griffin - Twinsburg 

Trudy Kelly - Twinsburg 

Kristen Rocco - Twinsburg 
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  Last Month’s Meeting 
Garden Tour: 

It was a huge success.  We sold over 70 tickets — thanks to all.  We made a $552 profit! 

  

Taste of Twinsburg: 
There was a great turnout and our booth was very popular.   

Two people signed up for the kid’s garden and the kids table was very busy. 

Giant Eagle donated fresh flowers that were made into tiny flower arrangements by 
guests.  It was a very popular activity. 

Guests viewed our club history board and native plants board. 

We made a profit of over $200 and bought a tent for future events. 
 

Garden Club Picnic: Thursday, August 14th at 6:30.  at Naomi Stutzman’s house. 

Sign up sheet went around.  Club provides meat and paper product.  Members provide appetizers, sides, desserts 
and drinks. 

White elephant fund raiser will be held — bring gently used items. 

 
Project Updates: 

Habitat for Humanity: Date has been moved back to the beginning of August because they did eight houses in 

eight days in Akron and put all their workers on those projects. 
Twins Day Parade: Date is Saturday, August 2nd. 

We will not have a float but we will walk with our banner.  We will need one or two cars. 
Wear your club shirt or green if you don’t have one.  Maybe we’ll carry flowers.   Sign up sheet went around. 

Herb and Butterfly Gardens: They have been overseen and maintained by Rita and a few volunteers for many years. 

A suggestion was made that  club take over responsibility so we can ensure the gardens’ future. 
A committee needs to be formed.  The committee could make signs for the street, plant markers, , etc. 

The butterfly garden is on Glenwood by the railroad tracks, about 1/4 mile down the walking path. 

The herb garden is on Liberty, next to the Stone House. 
Flower Show: Do we want a flower show next year?  A committee will be needed.  Tell Marlene if you are interested. 

Last year we had it in September.  We may want to have it earlier in the year. 

We will need a theme and demonstrations to show members what to do. 
 Field Trips: Phipps Conservatory trip is August 13.  Should be beautiful. 

Singer Lake Bog walk has been finalized for Saturday Aug 30th.  A guide will show us around.  We will see 

the plants and animals that live at the bog — very interesting. 
Sunshine: A card was  sent to Dante (Marianne’s husband)  who had back surgery — he is doing well. 

 

Other News: 
New members — Sue suggested a new members get together for new members to get to know each other. 

Rita brought a beautiful bouquet of dried flowers from the herb garden.  Naomi said that she has a lot of flowers 

that she cuts and dries.  We will make dried flower wreaths at the September meeting.  Start collecting and  
drying some flowers. 

Members garden tour sign up sheet went around. 

 
Presentation:  

 English Gardens by Cara Smith 

 
Hostesses: 

Marlene Hatton & Karen Conrad  
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Twins Day Parade 
 

The weather cooperated at the last minute!  The parade is so much fun — we may want to 

do this every year. The marchers looked great — everyone wore their club shirts and jeans 

and carried a flower.  Hopefully next year everyone will march.  
 

 

Library Display 
 

Two large  library cases filled with information about our club will be on display until the end 

of August.  Once again Sue has out done herself!  Just gorgeous!  Stop by and take a look.  
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Featured Gardens 
 

“Featured Gardens” is the new name for the 

Twinsburg Garden Club’s long-time “Garden of 

the Week” program with the Twinsburg        

Bulletin. 
 

The new program will feature outstanding 

Twinsburg gardens in Bulletin when space   

permits, notification on Twinsburg Garden 

Club’s new Facebook page and signage at the 

winners homes that will stay in place through 

the entire summer season rather than just a 
week. 

 

This year’s Featured Gardens Co-Chairs 

Michele Casto and Kristen Beason both agree 

that the three-prong program will provide more exposure to the winning homeowners as 
well as the Garden Club. 

 

Casto explained, “In the past the local gardens were showcased weekly by the Garden Club 

and highlighted with a photograph and paragraph of copy in the Bulletin. But this year, we 

have been experiencing limited space and exposure in the newspaper.” 
 

The winners thus far are: Jan and Ernie Artista, Lou and Peggy Bartulovic, Jeff and Susan 

Fischer, Karen Fullerman, Ernie Jimenez, Ron and Shirley Riha, Louie and Sarah Visnyovszky 

and Jamie and Jennifer Zammikiel. 
 

In the fall, the winners will be invited to the Garden Club’s October 9 meeting to see a series 

of photographs in a Power Point presentation. In addition, the “Garden of the Year’ will be 

announced by Beason and Casto. As in previous years, Beason said, “The grand prize is a 

boulder etched with the TGC’s Garden of Year winner’s name and the year of the award, 

which the family can display 
forever.” 

 

The signs will be collected at 

the end of the season by 

Beason and Casto and used 

again next year. 



 

 

Twinsburg Garden Club is a member of GARDEN CLUB OF OHIO, INC. 
Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc., Central Atlantic Region 

 
Wanda Ongaro, Editor                      330.405.1216– Phone                     wongaro@adelphia.net 

 

 

  

 

New Garden Club Member Event  

With 18 new members since January, 2014 has been a banner year for the Twinsburg Garden Club.              

Co-President Sue Davis, said, “We are so pleased that our current marketing plan, established at the first 

TGC Board meeting in early January, has been so successful. Our goals were to grow the membership and 

be more active in the community.” TGC’s membership now stands at 55 members, the highest in the Club’s 

51 years of existence. 

 

With a 33 percent increase in membership, Connie Solomon, a new member, came up with the idea of  

hosting an event for new members at her home in Macedonia and approached Co-President Sue Davis. She 

thought it was a wonderful idea and the evening of July 29 was selected. The purpose of the meeting was 

to introduce the new members to each other as well as having a few seasoned members attend to talk 

about the history of the Twinsburg Garden Club, which has members from Twinsburg and many of the   

surrounding communities.  

 

In attendance were Kaye Collins, Victoria Fliegel, Peggy Davis-Griffin, Karen Murphy and Robin Tarr of 

Twinsburg; Lisa Doty of Northfield Center; Denise Herman of Hudson; Carol Redmond of Aurora; Connie 

Solomon of Macedonia; and Denise Herman of Reminderville. Also in attendance were Twinsburg residents 

Sue Davis and Gail Takacs, a past TGC president. 

 

Connie said, “So much information was shared as the evening progressed.” Sue Davis, welcomed everyone 

and passed out a document with highlights about the Garden Club’s history. She also spoke about club    

activities, including participation in the Taste of Twinsburg event, Twins Days Parade, landscaping two 

Habitat Humanities houses now being built in Twinsburg Township, an August 13 trip to Phipps                  

Observatory and Botanical Gardens in Pittsburgh and the annual picnic on August 14. She also mentioned 

that the Garden Club may sponsor another Flower Show this fall.  

 

Connie said, “All of us had a chance to speak about our backgrounds and particular interests in the world of 

gardening.” The level of knowledge ranged from Lisa Doty, a master gardener, to others who wanted to 

learn about perennials and where is the best place to plant them. Still a few others wanted to rip out and 

redo what was already planted at their homes. Half of the attendees were still working and the other half 

were retired. In summing up, Connie pointed out, “The new members were attracted to the Garden Club’s 

monthly programs held in the evening, lectures by experts in their fields and the Club’s diverse activities.” 

Gail Takacs a long-time member ended the evening with memories of her early years in the Club, including 

the time she sat next to Catherine Tyler on a bus filled of Garden Club members who were on route to      

Columbus Ohio to visit Franklin Park Observatory and Botanical Gardens. As they toured the gardens to-

gether, Gail said, “I was amazed with Catherine’s knowledge about the plants, including their full names! 

Catherine is a well-known landscaper designer who has created many gardens throughout Twinsburg. 

Needless to say, our friendship has grown through the years.” Gail also pointed out that members are      

always there to help each other out, and comradery among members is outstanding.” She even passed 

around a picture of Marge Percy, one of the founding members of the Garden Club, is still active in the Club 

today.  
 

Light refreshments were served and a good time was had by all. 
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Garden Tips from Our Members 

       

Upcycling Tip 

 

Gotta love a garage sale, flea market, thrift store.  It's your    

opportunity to not only save an item from a landfill, but to     

rethink and CREATE!  If you come upon an old  colander, think 

past simply draining pasta or washing veggies.   

 
These make excellent outdoor planters!  The rustic look is great 

for some, but you can also paint the colander.  If choosing to 

paint, you will need to: 

   

1. Prep the metal surface by wiping the colander with white vinegar and rinse.   

2. Next, spray with Rust-Oleum Primer, let dry completely.   

3. Once dry, spray with your chosen cheery color of Rust-Oleum paint, let dry.   

4. You can also finish with a clear coat to protect paint.   
5. Once paint is completely dry, line your colander with coffee filters, burlap, or a             

coconut liner.   

6. Then, fill with potting soil and flowers!   

 

 

If choosing to hang your colander, you can          

purchase Jack Chain and Flower Pot Hooks.  You 

will need wire cutters to snip your chain into 3 
pieces of desired length, then  attach your chains 

at the top with an S hook...and WAH LAH! 

 
 

Reminder 

Don’t forget to collect dried flowers and herbs for making dried wreaths at the         

September meeting. 
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Bus Trip to Phipps Conservatory  
August 13 7:45 AM 

Macedonia Commons, Rts. 8 and 32 
  

Immerse yourself in 17 distinct botanical experiences. Encounter the secret life 

of plants. Glimpse one of the world's greenest public gardens.  Includes bus,  

admission, tour and box lunch.    

 

Pond Brook Wetlands Restoration Site Visit 
August 31 2:00 PM 

Buttonbush Parking Lot, Rt. 82 between Twinsburg and Aurora  
 

 See the improvements to this natural site.  

 

Canton Flower Show School Course III 
September 3-5  

Canton Garden Center – 1615 Stadium Park Dr. NW – Canton, Ohio 
 

Flower show procedure, design, design point scoring, horticulture,                  

horticulture point scoring  

 

 Tinker’s Creek—A Journey to the Crooked River  
September 6 7:30 PM 

Lookabout Lodge South Chagrin Reservation 
 

 Babette Oestreicher of Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners will speak.   

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
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Sunflowers to the Rescue 

 

Helen Keller knew enough about the wisdom of this bright and beautiful plant 

to share it with others.  While she understood and celebrated the sunflower’s     

ability to follow the movement of the sun, she could not have known of its  
power to cleanse the earth.  Thanks to the wonders of science, we do now and it 

is beautiful and useful wisdom. 

 

The sunflower, or Helianthus annus, from the Greek helios, meaning “sun,” is a 

powerful plant in the world of industry and art.  There are few people who 

would be unable to recognize its shining yellow face in a garden or field.  This 

bright, cheerful flower has given us a delicious and hardy seed, a versatile   

cooking oil, leaves for cattle feed, a stem strong enough to make paper, and of 
course, much beauty.  It has also, as of late, brought us something even more 

special: the ability to remove harmful toxins from our soil, helping us to more 

safely handle the earth around us and grow food for ourselves and our           

communities. 

 

The sunflower is one of many plants that are known to aid in 

“phytoremediation”, a process that employs various types of plants to remove, 

transfer, stabilize and/or destroy contaminants in our soil, water and air.      
Compared to other clean up methods, such as soil excavation or pumping out 

polluted ground water, phytoremediation has become a clean, cost-effective, 

and environmentally friendly way to reclaim and reuse land that has been    

tainted by poisonous chemicals and heavy metals. 

 

I was first introduced to phytoremediation and the role that sunflowers play in 

that process after my housemates and I decided to put a home garden in an    

area we knew to be moderately contaminated with lead.  We did not know 
much about the science behind it, but figured it was a good first step in making 

our garden a healthy, pollutant free space.  What we discovered was quite       

remarkable.  The first year we did a soil test, it showed the soil to have a low to 

medium contaminant level.  That meant we could get away with growing and 

eating fruit-bearing vegetables like tomatoes, eggplant and snap peas, with   

little to no risk (we opted not to grow anything but sunflowers that first year).  

Only one year later, after planting the sunflowers, we had no recognizable levels 

of lead in our soil.  That year we planted our first bountiful urban home garden. 
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Sunflowers to the Rescue 

 

It is important to note, we didn’t just plant sunflowers.  We also amended our 

soil with compost and manure, which not only helped the sunflowers grow big 

and strong, but also aided in the process of phytoremediation and lead       
abatement.  We were also fortunate to have started with relatively low levels of 

lead in our soil. 

 

Sunflowers are not only able to absorb lead, but other dangerous heavy metals 

such as arsenic, zinc, chromium, copper and manganese.  Probably the most 

astounding example of phytoremediation was the use of sunflowers to clean up 

contaminated soil in the Ukraine following the Chernobyl disaster, one of the 

worst nuclear power plant accidents in history.  Other communities from far and 
wide have learned about, and employed, the magic healing of sunflowers.  

“Project Sprout,” based out of Tulane City Center in New Orleans, focuses on 

planting bio-energy gardens that include plants like sunflowers as a way to      

remediate soil, yield a crop for bio-fuel production, provide green-collar job 

training and support urban revitalization in neighborhoods of New Orleans that 

suffered devastating damage from hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

 

Sunflowers have an amazing capacity to not only transform the health of a 
space in your community, but also add beauty. 

 

If you’re looking to clean up your soil or just want to enjoy the beauty of these 

flowers in your garden, here are some great varieties to try: 

 

Soraya: a nice, bright orange sunflower that grows to about 6 feet with a single 

stem 

 
Ring of Fire: a multicolored, starburst sunflower that’s around 3 to 4 feet tall 

 

Russian Mammoth: a beautiful, yellow flower that can grow to 8 feet tall 

 

Velvet Queen: red ad orange with burgundy undertones and grows to an aver-

age of 5 feet 

 

Submitted by Karen Fullerman, from 2014 Farmers’ Almanac 




