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 OUR GARDEN PATHS 

October 2014 
 

Volume 9 Issue 9 

Celebrating over 51 Years of Service to the Community 

Meetings are held the 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 
the Twinsburg Community 
Center, 6:30 pm Sharp 

Next Meeting 

October 9 
Twinsburg Community Center 

Garden of the Year 
2014 Gardens of the Week and Garden of 

the Year with a memento for the winner. 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Victoria Fliegel - October 1 

Pat Miller - October 2 

Trudy Kelly - October 6 

Pumpkin trivia: 

Pumpkins originated in Central America 

A pumpkin is a fruit. Most people think of it as a vegetable 

Pumpkins are 90% water 

The largest pumpkin ever grown is 2,009 pounds 

Pumpkins are grown all over the world on six of the seven continents, with 

 Antarctica being the sole exception. They are even grown in Alaska 

A pumpkin is not a Jack O'Lantern, until it is carved 

Pumpkins were once recommended as a cure for freckles 

Pumpkin flour can be used in place of wheat flour. It has many health   

 benefits 
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  Last Month’s Meeting 
Habitat for Humanity: 

The houses will be ready for planting the week of September 15!  

All of the donations that were promised are still available, but deliveries need to be coordinated.  

 We are responsible for the pick up and delivery of the plants 

Four trees, 12+ shrubs and about 20 perennials are going to be added to the lots 

Habitat will do the major plantings of bushes and trees. 

The sprinklers, hoses, etc. that were donated need to be brought to the houses 

No information yet on the date of the dedication ceremony 

  

Herb Garden: 

The Twinsburg Garden Club has assumed the responsibility for both the Herb Garden and the Butterfly Garden 

Rita would like two core groups of (3-4 volunteers each) to help with the planning on what should 

  be done to each of these locations and how these goals can be achieved 

Some ideas for the Herb Garden: 

Have members study herbs( in the winter months) so educational tours can be given 

A flyer could be designed explaining the stone house, the herb garden, nearby trails and the 

Nature Center 

The Herb Garden needs some good PR to let everyone know what we have for them to enjoy 

Rita needs a winter green house for a few items from the Herb Garden — Kohlman nursery will be asked 

The Butterfly Garden does not need publicity since many people enjoy it while walking the path 

 

Ethan Dale – Eagle Scout Volunteer 

Ethan is an Eagle Scout who would like to make a difference in the city and would like to use our Garden Club as his main focus. He 

 will take care of everything involved in the project, once that has been decided. He will do any fund raising that needs to 

 be done too.  Ethan has until his 18th birthday to complete the project. This gives us/him about a year and a half.  He  does 

have other Boy Scouts available to help him. 

We are happy to utilize this young man – thanks for picking us! 

He will be meeting with Rita to discuss if the Herb Garden might make a good “fit” 

Suggestions were made for the project: 

Bench at the Herb Garden 

Pond at the Herb Garden 

Path walk way around the Butterfly Garden 

Sign on Liberty advertising the Herb Garden 

Butterfly houses  

Gazebo 

Sign at the Butterfly Garden identifying it as the Garden Club’s 

 

Project Updates: 

Flower Show: Marlene told us about a flower show September 13 and 14 in Highland Hts. and one coming up in Canton  

Field Trips: Ada asked for ideas for more field trips.  The Barberton mum festival is fabulous! 

 

Other News: 

Surveys were handed out to all members.  They asked our opinions of this year’s projects and what our strengths are 

Marianne thanked Virginia and Marlene for being judges at the Olde Thyme Fayre put on by the Historical Society 

Melani told us her funny story about her trip to Texas, our cookbook and other gardeners!  Here she is with the National Garden Club 

president who is holding our cookbook. 

Ada brought a book with pictures from past field trips  

Forum photography contest ends Oct 30th 

 

Activity:  

 Dried herb wreaths led by Sue Davis.  Just beautiful! 

 

Hostesses: 

Ada Pollock and Naomi Stutzman 
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Butterfly and Herb Gardens 

 
The following members Rita Gabrovsek, Shirley Kondo, Kaye Collins, Victoria 

Fliegel and Sue Davis met recently to discuss a plan for both the herb garden on 

Liberty Rd.  and the butterfly garden on the bike trail for 2015.  Rita suggested 

that since the herb garden on Liberty Rd. is close to the old Stone House, the 

new Liberty Park and the   hiking trails, we could publicize the site next year as a 

great destination in Twinsburg, offering a guided tour of our garden, restaurant 

suggestions and place signs by the trails with arrows pointing towards the herb 

garden.   This not only promotes our club but   also the city of Twinsburg. We 

could use a few more creative thinking members to join us on this committee.   

 

We have three sensitive herbs in the herb garden (bay leaf and 2 rosemary) that 

need a heated greenhouse during the winter; they are in pots, but quite heavy.  If 

anyone has access to a greenhouse that would be willing to host these plants for 

the winter please contact Rita. 
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Habitat for Humanity 
 

  

 

 

On a beautiful September day five of 

our dedicated members hauled dirt 

and dug through stones and clay to 

plant shrubs and perennials at two 

new Habitat for  Humanity homes on 

Stanford Road in  Twinsburg.   Sue 

Davis, Mary Gemlich, Wanda Ongaro,  

Geni Spera and Judy Aplis were  persistent 

despite the physically challenging manual 

labor, some missing shrubs and lack of 

water.  Thanks to the diligence of our co-

president, Sue Davis, the rest of the 

shrubs were delivered, the water turned 

on and the work was completed.  The 

homes look beautiful with their new    

plantings and will look even better once 

the lawns are in and the cement 

driveways are completed.  The first 

house will be dedicated in October 

and the other in  November or         

December.  A big thanks to the      

awesome TGC women who worked so 

hard to get this project completed. 
 



 

 

Twinsburg Garden Club is a member of GARDEN CLUB OF OHIO, INC. 
Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc., Central Atlantic Region 

 
Wanda Ongaro, Editor                      330.405.1216– Phone                     wongaro@adelphia.net 

  

 

  

 

Tips from Our Members 

       

Upcycling Tip 

 

Gotta love a garage sale, flea market, thrift store...it's your opportunity to not only 

save an item from a landfill, but to rethink and CREATE! 

 

While rummaging around in a thrift store I always keep in mind and look for things for 

my two adult children's apartments, tiny items for fairy gardens or other items to in-
corporate into my various gardens.  I was REALLY in the mood to find something... but 

nothing was jumping out at me.  I thought, 'Well, I've escaped this time empty-

handed."  

 

But then I spied it...on a back shelf...behind a stack of dinner plates...a beautiful lamp 

globe with painted roses on it!  For a Garden Club project, we turned 6" light fixture 

globes into garden gazing globes.  I showed my 8" sample.  But this thing of beauty 

was a 10-incher!  I felt like I had won the lottery! 
 

Just a good washing, and an old metal stand I had found earlier at another thrift store, 

and it becomes another gazing globe by my playhouse. 

One can NEVER have enough gazing globes in my mind.   

- Nancy King 

 

 

 
 

 

+         = 
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Get Creative with Indoor Plants 
Garden Forum of Akron Meeting 

October 9  10:00 AM 

Stan Hewitt 
  

Manda’s Plant Farm is a second generation family  business, a true destination 

greenhouse.  Manda’s is chemical and pesticide free, and was “green ”long    

before there was a green movement.  Jill Manda, owner, will talk about         

succulents, miniature plants, and how to use them creatively in containers and 

plantings to make your indoors seem a little more like outdoors.  She’ll have 

some interesting items for sale. 

 

Pond Brook Restoration Trail Hike 
October 26 2:00 PM 

Buttonbush Parking Lot, Rt. 82 between Twinsburg and Aurora  
 

 Four hour hike 

 

 

 Flying Jewels: Dragonflies & Damselflies  
November 1 7:30 PM 

Lookabout Lodge South Chagrin Reservation 
 

 Judy Semroc, Conservationist, and Larry Rosche, Field Researcher, will speak.   

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
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Deer Proofing 

 

Facts about deer: 

• Hungriest in spring through summer 

• Feed mainly at dusk and dawn 

• Can jump up to 8 foot barriers from standing position 

• Creatures of habit—they establish routine paths for browsing 

• Hate plants with strong odors, sharp taste, fuzzy or prickly 

leaves 

• Afraid of getting feet tangled or getting trapped in a narrow 

space 

 

What can you do? 
• Modify the environment: 

◊ Select plant they don’t like 

◊ Site tasty plants close to the house 

• Exclude them: 

◊ 8’ fence with mesh attached by hook at the bottom 

• Scare them: 

◊ Noise makers or sensors that turn on lights or water 

• Repel them: 

◊ Commercial sprays (follow label directions and rotate     

frequently) 

◊ Noncommercial methods—human hair, bars of soap,       

animal urine, dried blood sometime work 

• Start use in late winter to prevent browsing pattern and renew 

frequently, especially after a rain 

 




