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 OUR GARDEN PATHS 

July 2015 

Volume 10 Issue 6 

Celebrating over 51 Years of Service to the Community 

Meetings are held the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 

Christ the King Lutheran 

Church, 6:30 pm Sharp. 

 

Next Meeting  

July 9th 

Chagrin Valley Soap & 

Salve 

Learn about the health  

benefits of herbs and  

essential oils 

Happy Birthday! 

     

Connie Solomon - July 2                 

  Shirley Kondo - July 18                   

   Sherry Ratliff - July 29 
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March Meeting Notes 

 

Cost of Freedom:  Volunteers are needed to water the plants daily during the event.  Sue contacted the Association of Nursery Grow-

ers of Lake County and was well received.  Trees, shrubs, plants and perennials were donated by various members.  Trucks are 

needed to get the plants to the high school.  The garden club is then responsible for the planting. 

Gail wrote many publicity articles for the Cost of Freedome, one will appear in  the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

VFW Commander, Joe, will be on radio station WCPN and on TV 8 to talk about the Cost of Freedom. 

Virginia is working on a fence made of bamboo to resemble the Vietnam era that will shield the Wall.  The red, white and blue annual 

flower boxes are coming along fine.  These planter will be sold after the event.  The cost will be $12.00 each and if six or more are 

purchased the cost will be $10.00 each.  Forms were passed out and the planters must be sold by June 20th.  Anyone purchasing the 

planters must pick them up promptly after the event. 

Sue contacted a wholesaler to purchase 2,000 white carnations to be distributed to the veterans during the event.  The wholesaler will 

also supply the containers to preserve the flowers.   

The most exciting news was Sue’s announcement that 480 will be shut down allowing the procession to travel from Streetsboro when 

it arrives on Wednesday, July 1st at 4;00pm.  The Cleveland Pops Orchestra will perform at the Perici Amphitheatre on Friday, July 

3rd at 8:00pm.  A fireworks show will follow the concert.  Tickets will be sold by the Twinsburg Parks & Recreation Dept.  Free tickets 

are available for any veteran. 

Adele spoke on the cooperation of the Mayors of Twinsburg, Twinsburg Township and Reminderville.  The VFW also wanted to thank 

Sue and the TGC members for their hard work on the Cost of Freedom. 

Taste of Twinsburg:  If there are any donations for this event please let Sue know.  The event will be held on Saturday, June 20th 

from 2;00 - 8:00pm.  Volunteers are needed to help with the flower arrangements table. 

Library Garden Plot:  Virginia was given approval to plant a plot located at the library.  It will incorporate native plants, perennials, 

bushes and a tree.  Volunteers are needed to plant and water this area. 

Pollinator Garden:  Right now the posts are up and Ethan and his father will be building a fence to enclose it. 

GardenWalk Cleveland:  Judy mentioned the upcoming GardenWalk Cleveland on Saturday, July 11th and Sunday, July 12th from 

11:00am - 5:00pm.  It is a free, self-guided tour of several neighborhoods in Cleveland. 

Scholarship Recipient:  Marianne reported that, Jenna Simmon, the scholarship recipient will be attending Slippery Rock University 

in Tennessee in the fall.  Jenna is a very accomplished student.  She sent a thank you note to the club.  

Greeting Cards:  Michelle, who makes the beautiful cards, asked that club members let her know of anyone who has had surgery, is 

sick, getting married, etc. so can send them a card.  It is best to email her with the event and some information like a favorite flower or 

color so she can personalize the card. 

Garden Greetings Publication:  Marlene asked that anyone not receiving the publication and has paid their dues let her know.  She 

also suggested that perspective members should attend three meetings before joining. 

Hudson Home & Garden Tour:  Krister Rocco mentioned that the tour will take place on Thursday, June 11th from 10:00am - 

8:00pm.  The cost is $25.00. 

Program:  Marlene Hatton presented an overview of our upcoming Flower Show. 

Hostesses:  Madelon Sprague and Kristen Rocco  
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Upcoming Events 

 

GardenWalk Cleveland                                                    

Sat. July 11 & Sun. July 12 from 11:00am - 5:00pm 

A free, self - guided tour of beautiful gardens, urban farms, vineyards and orchards  

located throughout five Cleveland neighborhoods as well as several featured gardens. 

For a guide and additional information is available at: 

http://www.gardenwalkcleveland.org/. 

 

 TGC Flower Show 

Fri. July 17 - Sat. July 18 

Twinsburg Library 

*Horticulture entries may only be brought in on  

Thurs. July 16 from 4:00pm - 8:00pm    

 

Annual TGC Picnic 

Thurs.  August 13th  

6:30 pm 

http://www.gardenwalkcleveland.org/
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Taste of Twinsburg 

The Twinsburg Garden Club once 
again had a booth at the Taste of 
Twinsburg held on Saturday, June 20 
on the Square, from 2:00pm to 8:00pm.  
The club had garden - themed demos, 
several hands - on kids’ projects and a 
Chinese auction with fourteen items to 
choose from, all donated by club mem-
bers.   

Garden club mem-
bers were on hand to      

answer gardening 
questions.  Our cook-

book and  aprons 
were also available 

for purchase.  We 
made approximately 

$230.00 from raffle 
ticket, cookbook and 

apron sales.  A big 
thanks to all of the 

club members who 
helped to make this a 
very successful event 

once again. 
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Cost of Freedom Tribute:  a Major Event, a Major Success 
                                                                                                                                                    

 

The success of the Cost of Freedom Tribute can be expressed in many ways: three communities coming to-

gether to bring the Tribute to Twinsburg, the multi-faceted components of the event, the extensive media cov-

erage and the 15,000-plus people who came to the event, sponsored by the VFW Post 4929, July 2-5. The 

major financial contributors are the City of Twinsburg, Twinsburg Township and the City of Reminderville, 

along with the Twinsburg City School District.  

What made our event especially unique was the beautiful landscape of trees, shrubs, roses, grasses, palms 

and the red, white and blue petunia flower boxes. All were watered a few times a day during the event by 

Garden Club members and other volunteers. 

Officials from the American Veterans Tribute (AVTT) and the Eyes of Freedom Art Show said our event was 

the only one that featured landscaping.  

The latter component was the success of our Twinsburg Garden Club under the leadership of Co-Chairs Sue 

Davis and Virginia Schmidt and their committee. The patriotic-colored petunia were babies when planted a 

month ago, housed at a local nursery site and watered twice a day. Committee members and other volun-

teers watered the greenery and flowers continuously throughout the event. They enhanced the full 160-foot 

series of AVTT educational panels. Most all of greenery was donated by member nurseries of the Nursery 

Growers of Lake County Association. Suncrest Gardens in Peninsula also donated a tree and perennials and 

three Lowe’s stores donated palms. All of the greenery was given  to the three financial sponsors to plant in 

public sites. Hats off to everyone in the Twinsburg Garden Club who helped made this once-in-lifetime event 

so beautiful and successful! 

            Gail Takacs 
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Cost of Freedom Tribute:  a Major Event, a Major Success 

Everyone watched as taps 

were played and the flag 

was lowered at the close of 

this awesome and inspiring 

event. Special thanks to our dedicated 

garden club members who wa-

tered daily to keep the flowers 

and plantings fresh and  beauti-

ful throughout the event.  
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The Beauty of Butterflies 

About 10 years ago, I bought a Florida butterfly book and researched all the 
hosts and nectar plants that would attract butterflies to our yard. When I 
began planting my butterfly garden, I saw the beauty in my yard every day 
and it became an obsession. My husband and I transformed our entire yard 
into a butterfly garden. The first time I saw a Monarch caterpillar enter the 
chrysalis stage and then emerge as a full butterfly, I was hooked.   

When I first started, I got a reptile pen in 
which to raise the caterpillars in a pro-
tected area. I would find eggs on the 
leaves and place  them in a Tupperware 
container on a moist paper towel. Once 

the eggs hatched, I would put the baby caterpillar out in the pen on a host plant. The 
caterpillars remained inside the pen until they went into the chrysalis stage. When the 
butterfly emerged, I simply opened the pen and let the butterfly fly out into the yard to 
start the routine all over again. The entire development process takes approximately 
fourteen days for most of the butterflies in my yard.  Everyday my yard is filled with 
flying flowers. Florida does not experience a full-fledged winter, so this is pretty much 
an year round experience.   

Some ask why I don’t sell the butterflies to make some money. I enjoy the beauty of it 
and not everything has to be about money. I do keep a record book of how many but-
terflies I release each year and the most, so far, has been 1200. Each year I try to 
surpass the previous year’s total.  

Part of this mission is also to learn about butterfly predators. Monarch caterpillars are 
poisonous, so they don’t have many predators, however, wasps do feed on them, as 
well as stink bugs. Our garden consists solely of host and nectar plants and we don’t 
use any pesticides in our yard. It is best to start any host and nectar plants yourself 
from seed to be certain there are no pesticides being used.  We do try to remove the 
stink bugs and wasps!  A pair of garden gloves comes in handy for this job.  Ladybugs 
make a great, natural pesticide to help with the Aphids that are attracted to milkweed 
and they add an extra beauty to the yard.  

I’ve also made it my mission to help protect Monarchs. The significant decline in the 
Monarch population is disturbing. The use of pesticides needs to cease. If the pesti-
cides are killing Monarchs, they are killing us as well. Without these pollinators, living 
things don’t have a chance.  My very talented husband, who is also my designer, 
shares my passion and painted the Monarch Mural you see that is next to our pool. 
Please help Monarchs in your area and encourage others to do so by planting your 
regional milkweed.  

I have eleven different varieties of butterflies in my yard and they are ALL beautiful.  
You can se Zebras, (the Florida State butterfly), Gulfs, Sulphurs, Giant Swallowtails, 
Pipevine Swallowtails, Black (Parsley) Swallowtails, Julia’s, Queens, White Peacock 
and Skippers all flying around our yard.   

Everyone should be able to enjoy the beauty of nature every day. Happy Planting!  

        Kim Gale (Daughter-in-law of Sue Davis) 
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Visiting each others gardens is always a treat for 

the garden club members.  On recent Wednes-

day evenings several of the ladies enjoyed   

seeing Ada Pollack’s lovely garden, her 

neighbor’s beautiful Shasta daisies and Loretta 

Meyer’s array of lovely and colorful blossoms, 

as well as enjoying some 

delicious refreshments.  

We all look forward to see-

ing more of the wonderful 

gardens our members 

have created.   

 

Garden Tours 

Loretta Meyer’s garden 

Ada Pollack’s garden 

Shasta daisies in 

the yard of Ada’s 

neighbor, Klara 
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1.  To get rid of weeds use:  White vinegar 

A vinegar spray will burn plants but won’t attack the roots, 

so expect  to do repeated  applications on weeds that       

resprout.  

2. To banish mites and aphids use:  Dishwashing liquid 

Those tiny pests feed on shrubs, fruits, flowers and vegeta-

bles - basically everything.  Mix a few drops of dish soap 

with water and spray on plants. 

3. To enrich sandy soil use:  Coffee grounds 

The residue from your morning brew will add organic matter and nutrients to sandy soil and increase 

water capacity.  The grounds also improve drainage in clay soil. 

4.  To slay slugs use:  Beer 

Pour beer into a shallow dish and sink it into the ground.  The slugs will 

be attracted to the fermenting yeast . 

5. To control powdery mildew use:  Baking soda 

Add 1 tablespoon of baking soda and 1 - 3 teaspoons of horticultural oil to 

1 gallon of water.  Spray both sides of affected leaves once a week. 

6. To trap earwigs use:  A paper towel tube and drinking straws 

Fill  the cardboard core with large - diameter straws and place it under a 

plant where you see earwig damage.  The earwigs will crawl into the 

straws.  Grab the tube and cover the ends with your hands.  Hold it over a 

bucket of soapy water and shake the earwigs into the water. 

7. To repel wildlife use:  Cayenne pepper 

You can ward off ground squirrels, moles, gophers and even deer by sprinkling a heavy handed 

dusting of cayenne pepper directly onto plants you don’t want them snacking on. 

       From This Old House Magazine - April 2015 

 

Garden Fixes From the Kitchen 


