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 OUR GARDEN PATHS 

November 2015 
 

Volume 10 Issue 9 

Celebrating over 51 Years of Service to the Community 

Meetings are held the 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 
Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 6:30 pm Sharp. 

 

Next Meeting   
November 19   

at  
Twinsburg  

Community Center 
10260 Ravenna Road  

*NOTE LOCATION CHANGE 

 
   We will be making Christmas  

swags for the 
City of Twinsburg     

  

 

Mary Gemlich - November 15 
Naomi Stutzman - November 21 
     

WELCOME TO OUR  
NEWEST MEMBERS 

 
Lois Helmick 

Darlene McArthur  
Kay Linton 
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October Meeting Notes 
 
Surveys:  They will be resent due to a poor response. 
 
GCO Scholarship:  A discussion was held to decide if we want to contribute.  It was decided 
that the club would donate $100.00 to the fund. 
 
Swag Meeting:  Next month’s meeting will be held on the third Thursday, not the second 
Thursday.  We will be making the swags for the City of Twinsburg.  This meeting will be held 
at the Community Center not at Christ Lutheran Church.  A discussion was held on what to 
do with the extra wreaths.  Should we take them to nursing homes for the residents?  Kristen 
Rocco will look into buying decorations to embellish the wreaths. 
 
Dishes:  Marianne Pieramici said that Sue Graham, a former member and a member of the 
historical society, found dishes with theTwinflower printed on them.  They will be raffled off 
at next month’s meeting. 
 
Publicity:  Gail Takacs said to contact her if you want to learn about publicity.  She will teach 
anyone who wants to take over for Nancy. 
 
Christmas Party:  Michele Casto mentioned that the Christmas Party will be held 
Thursday, December 10th at 6:00pm at Glenwillow Grille.  There will be a cocktail hour first 
then a buffet dinner will be served at 6:45pm.  We will have the entire main dining area.  The 
cost is $25.00 a person.  Please pay Nancy Kinser by December 1st or you can pay at  the 
November meeting.  Both dinner money and your dues renewal of $20.00 can be paid with 
one check.  We are still having the gift exchange.  Bring a wrapped $10 - $15 gift (Not a white 
elephant) if you want to participate.  Items can be garden or Christmas related, such as wine, 
orchids, flowers, gift cards, etc.  This party is for members only, no guests. 
 
Sunshine:  A  thank you card was sent to Mayor Procop for the donation of signs for the li-
brary.  A mum plant and a card were sent to past-president Marlene Hatton for her surgery. 
 
Library Garden:  Any donations for the Library Pollinator Garden go to Virginia Schmidt.  
Only native plants will be accepted.  We have applied for a grant for $500.00 for this project . 
 
Sts.Cosmos & Damian Pantry:  Karen Fullerman thanked everyone for the continuing dona-
tions for the church food pantry. 
 
Program:  Kristen Beason presented the 2015 Garden of the Week Awards  
Hostesses:  Lisa Doty, Victoria Fliegel 
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Sherry and Dave Fussner were the club’s recipients of this year’s Garden of the Year Award 
presented to them at the October meeting. The Fussner’s Ridgewood home has an award-
winning playhouse, putting green, wooden bridge and numerous planting beds.  Sherry has 
spent many hours cultivating a serene garden setting and her hard work is evident. 

2015 Garden of the Year Award 
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Glow 

Cleveland Botanical Gardens 
 

Opens  
Friday, November 27, 2015 through Sunday, January 3, 2016  

 
Cleveland Botanical Garden's winter spectacular and one of Cleveland's most cele-
brated holiday traditions returns for its fourth year - bigger and brighter than ever be-

fore. A seasonal exhibit ion fi l led with decorated trees, sweet -smell ing 
gingerbread, seasonal shopping, and the Garden Express!  

 

Garden Hours During Glow  
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  Saturdays:  10:00am -6:00pm                                                    

(Open unt i l  3pm on 12/24 and 12/31)  
Wednesdays and Fr idays:  10:00am -9:00pm                                                               

(Closed 12/25 and 1/1/16)  
Sundays:  12:00pm-6:00pm 

`  `  `  `  `   

Birds, Trees & Nests Walk                                        
Sunday, November 29th                                                                                               

2:00 - 4:00pm  
Location:  Buttonbush Trailhead on Route 82                                                                              

in the Pond Brook Conservation Area of Liberty Park  

Come walk with Stanley Stine in search of nests that have been hidden all year.  Bird, 
squirrel and hornet nests will reveal themselves since the leaves have fallen.  We’ll 

explore at a leisurely pace to identify them and talk about their uses.                        
Binoculars recommended but not necessary.                           

 

Upcoming Events 
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You’re Invited 

2015 Twinsburg Garden Club 

Christmas Dinner 

Thursday, December 10 

Glenwillow Grille 

29765 Pettibone Road 

6:00 pm Cocktails (cash bar) 

6:45 pm Dinner 

Buffet including: 

Salmon, chicken, pasta and beef 

8:00 New Officer Installation 

8:15 Gift Exchange  

(bring a $15 wrapped gift to participate) 
 

Mail your $25 check to:   

Nancy Kinser 

156 S. Main St., Monroe Falls, OH  44262 

Deadline – December 1 
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SWAMP MILKWEED 
  I purchased and planted a number of Swamp (Rose) Milk-
weed plants this year and Monarchs visited my garden for t he first 
time in many years.  These plants are as beautiful in bloom as any 
hybridized perennial!  Interestingly, my neighbors had let their side 
yard "go" last year while they were waiting for a garden company to 
plant grass.  Many beautiful natives popped up in it and by August 
and September it was filled with butterflies and bees on Asters, 
Goldenrod and Swamp Milkweed.   Now, the area has grass, but a 
few of the natives popped up this spring in my garden. The Swamp 
Milkweed that came from the seed of one of my neighbor's plants is 
five times as big and healthy as any that I purchased from the garden center and it bloomed spec-
tacularly.  
 This fall, when the "wild" Swamp Milkweed had begun producing seed pods and seed, I no-
ticed a giant clump of little orange and black beetle-like bugs clinging to the fence beside the Milk-
weed. They were adorable and very seasonal in their "Halloween" colors: three black dots down 
their backs with tiny black wings on bright day-glow orange bodies. They were the nymph stage of 
order Hemiptera, (true bugs) called Oncopeltus fasciatus. When the nymphs turn into adults, they 
live for one month and are piercing, sucking bugs that feed on the Swamp Milkweed seeds, leaves 
and stems, but do very little damage to the plants. In early October I found that the nymphs had 
turned into adults and many were still crawling around on the Swamp Milkweed with no obvious 
damage to the plant.  
 Even though Swamp Milkweed is supposed to prefer growing in moist soil and full sun, the 
one that planted itself in my garden thrived in extremely dry soil in full  
afternoon sun.  Its stems grew to about one inch in width!  The plants that I purchased and planted 
in moist soil and full sun had weaker stems and more spindly growth, and they needed regular wa-
tering to keep them from wilting.  I'm not sure if it had to do with the "wild" plant's growing from seed 
instead of a transplanted start, or a  
difference in the genetic material between the true native and the purchased plants. 

     

         Marcia Carsten 

Milkweed bug nymphs Adult Milkweed bugs  
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Lawns 
• Rake or otherwise remove heavy layers of leaves. 
•  If leaf covering is light, mow over the leaves or use a mulching blade to chop up leaves and return 
them to the soil as nutrients. Set the mower lower than usual. 
• Apply fertilizer in late fall to nourish roots and get a good start for spring. 
 
Roses 
• Remove all dead and diseased materials in the bed. Don't compost the material. 
• Do not feed. 
• Only prune long branches if there is a chance the branches will become damaged in the wind and 
break. 
• Protect rosebushes by mounding soil around the base of the plant, up to 18 inches above the soil 
line. 
• Protect shrubs or bushes from rabbits or mice with a plastic or mesh 
collar around the base. 
• For tea roses and shrubs, put wire containers around the bushes and fill 
with leaves as mulch to protect the plants. 
• Plant tulips and other spring - flowering bulbs before the ground freezes. 

Flower beds 
• Cut back perennials and biennials and clean up dead materials. 
• Pull out dead flowers and compost if not diseased. 
• Do not trim back mums until spring. 
• Lift tender bulbs (begonias, dahlias, gladioluses, etc.) and store. 
• Hardy bulbs (tulips, daffodils, crocuses, etc.) can be planted until the 
ground is frozen. 
• Hardy (calendulas, cornflowers, bachelor buttons) flowers can be sown. 
 
Vegetable garden 
• Weed the garden and compost all debris. 
• Remove all stakes and cages and store them. 
• Clean up all diseased materials and dispose of them in the garbage. 

Containers 
• Remove dead plant material and compost. 
• Soil may stay in pots or be removed and composted. 
• Unglazed terra-cotta pots must be stored indoors. Glazed and synthetic containers can remain out-
doors during the winter. 
 

 

 

PUTTING YOUR GARDEN TO BED 
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Decks 
• Water can wear on wood, concrete and other surfaces. Prevent damage by applying a waterproof-
ing solution to help keep decks, pavers, edging, porches and patios in good shape for years to 
come. Many waterproofing solutions also provide protection from harmful ultraviolet rays. Some con-
tain pigments that add a splash of color. 
• Before sealing wood or masonry, prepare the area for application. If the surface isn't properly 

cleaned, the waterproofing product will not adhere and won't last. 

 

PUTTING YOUR GARDEN TO BED 
Tools 
• Clean and sharpen all hand tools. Wood handles can be rubbed with linseed oil. 
• Wash gardening gloves. 
• Drain hoses of water and store indoors. 
• Drain gasoline out of all mechanical equipment. 
• Have mowers serviced. Blades should be sharpened. 

                   
Evergreens and Shrubs 
• Water deeply.                                                                                                                                          

• Wait until later in the winter to do any pruning. Do not prune any spring flowering shrubs (lilac, for-

sythia, etc.).                                                                                                                                             

• Shrubs and bushes planted near a roadside may be susceptible to salt damage from plowed snow.     

Sugar maples, hemlocks and white pines are particularly susceptible. Protect these plants in late                         

fall, before the first snowfall, by building a windbreak -- a temporary fence made of wooden stakes 

and burlap -- between your shrubs and the road. A windbreak can also help protect shrubs and dor-

mant climbing rose canes from harsh winter winds when it's placed between the plant and prevailing 

winds. 

  Sue Davis 
From a Master Gardener Program 


