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 OUR GARDEN PATHS 

August 2016 
 

Volume 10 Issue 7 

Celebrating over 51 Years of Service to the Community 

Meetings are held the 2nd 
Thursday of each month at 
Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 6:30 pm Sharp. 

 

Next Meeting  
August 11 - 6:00pm 

Annual Picnic 
Naomi Stutzman’s Barn 

9550 Liberty Rd. 

Nancy Kinser --      August 4 
Karen Murphy --     August 7 
Kaye Collins --       August 19 
Karen Conrad --     August 19 
Sharon Yates --      August 20 
Kristen Beason --  August 25 
Marcia Carsten --   August 29 
Michele Casto --    August 30 

    Welcome to Our Newest Member 
Holly Norton 

Don’t forget to bring your  
side dish, salad or dessert, a serving utensil 

and a gently used white elephant item 
 for the auction! 

Happy Birthday 
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July Meeting Notes 

Garden Tour - Thank you to Gail Takacs for publicizing the event, including the article by the Akron Beacon-
Journal. Thanks also to Jean Myers for helping distribute the tickets, to Marlene Hatton for providing beautiful  
“Thank You” flower arrangements for the participating homeowners, to Mary Gemlich, Kristin and Cole 
Beason, and Sue Davis for working to prepare the pollinator garden for the tour, to Judy Frohman for putting 
together the final tickets with maps for the tour participants.  The club thanks Geni Spera for all of her work as 
chairperson of the event and for having her own garden as one of the tour stops.  About 125 people attended 
the Garden Tour.  Ticket sales added bout $1,400 to the club treasury. 
 
Draime Estate Gardens and Fellows Garden Trip - Mary Gemlich spoke about the trip. 
 
Garden Clubs of Ohio - Information was given about the upcoming leadership workshop on September 12 in 
Akron.  The meeting will be beneficial to any club member and especially to the officers. 
 
Akron Forum - There will be a bus trip  to the Toledo Botanical Gardens and Schedel Arboretum on August 
10.  The cost is $60.00.  Members planning to participate need to let Marlene Hatton know as soon as  
possible as the fee for the bus must be paid in advance. 
 
Standard Flower Show - In addition, Marlene brought the brief covering the TGC’s entries in the Standard 
Flower Show  this year.  The brief received a score of 97.5% from the judges.  The notebook was passed 
around for all to see. 
 
Historic Zoar Village Trip - The trip will take place on Saturday, July 30.   The cost is $8.00($7.00 if more 
than10 people attend).  Let Mary Gemlich know if you plan to attend. 
 
Taste of Twinsburg -  Expenses for our booth at the event was $150.00 and the income from the activities 
was about $298.00.  It was noted that Beth Libertine’s daughter, Mya, was very helpful with the flower 
arranging activity. 
 
Pollinator Garden - The cost of having a fence professionally installed is more than the club and library feel 
should be spent.  Peter Weiss is a Twinsburg resident who is working on his Eagle Scout requirements.   
He will install the fence, with his father’s help, as one of his projects. 
 
DVD’s - Ada Pollack brought a number of DVD’s of Cable 9 shows  
with various aspects of the club from about 10 years ago.  Members  
can sign out a DVD and then return it to Ada. 
 
Picnic - The August meeting will be a potluck and auction at Naomi  
Stutzman’s barn.  Members need to bring a side dish as well as  
items in good condition for the auction.  The evening will begin at  
6:00pm. 
 

Program:  Composting with Worms 
 
Hostesses:  Gail Takacs and Lynn Wyse 
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Upcoming Events 

 
 

Branch Out 
Treehouses, Nature Exploration and Adventure 

Cleveland Botanical Gardens 
Saturday, May 21 - Sunday, August 28, 2016 
Explore a series of magical, interactive treehouses  

locally designed and architecturally innovative.   
Fun for all ages. 

 
 

 
Day of Horticulture - A Day of Full Learning 

Garden Club of Ohio Fall Seminar  
Friday, August 26, 2016   9:30am - 2:15pm 

Brecksville Library, 9089 Brecksville Road, Brecksville,Ohio 
 To register contact:  Pat Rupiper, 

5580 Jeffries Court, Westerville, OH 43082 
 
 
 

Leadership Seminar 2016 
Garden Club of Ohio 

 Monday, September 12, 2016  9:30am - 3:00pm 
 Cuyahoga Falls Library,  

2015 3rd Street (Route 8 at the Broad Boulevard Exit) 
To register contact: Marlene Hatton 

marlenehatton@gmail.com or (216) 390-7489 
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Draime Estate and Fellows Riverside Gardens 

 On a very hot July day a group of club members and their 
friends traveled to the Draime Estate, a hidden gem in a residential 
area in Warren, Ohio. It is a nine acres estate that has been con-
verted into a beautifully landscaped area by Max and Cecile Draime.  
They got much of their inspiration from their worldwide travels, which 
is evident in the multitude of trees and perennials.  In 2003 they part-
nered with Kent State University as a place for hands-on experience 
for horticulture students.  There are many unusual plants, beautiful 
sculptures, a swimming pool, a lake, a creative castle for the kids play 
area, a chapel garden, a Japanese garden and waterfalls all sur-
rounding a 12,00 square foot home. A gravel pathway throughout the 
estate gives easy access to the gorgeous surroundings.  Tours of the 
estate are only available in July.   
 After touring the Draime Estate, the group traveled to the Fel-
lows Riverside Gardens in Youngstown, Ohio where they enjoyed a 
delicious picnic lunch prepared by Mary Gemlich.  Mrs. Fellows gifted 
the twelve acre gardens to the Metro Parks.  It was designed to show-
case perennials and annuals year round with trial rose gardens, an 
herb garden, a large gazebo, fountains, and sculptures.  A pavilion 
overlooking a lake houses a library, cafe and gift shop.  Despite the 
heat the trip it was a wonderful day. 
       Mary Gemlich 

Front row: Judy Aplis, Sue Davis, Marie  
Pillar  Second row:  Denise Herman, 
Marlene Hatton, Mary Gemlich, Betty  
Bacall  Third row:  Raya Daley, Melani 
Nance, Ada Pollock, Judy Frohman  
Fourth row:  Jim Barging, Lynn Barging, 
Madelon Sprague  Not pictured:  Shirley 
Kondo, Valerie Wales 
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Historic Zoar Village 

In 1817, German Separatists came to Zoar to start a new life where 
they would be able to have religious freedom.   They established a 
communal society that operated for eighty years.  Some of the origi-
nal houses have been restored and are lived in even today.  A cos-
tumed guide, who was very informative, showed our group many of 
the restored buildings as well as a fantastic two and a half acre 
flower garden in the center of the village.  The flowers were in full 
bloom and beautiful.  A large tree in the center represented Christ.   
Afterwards, the group enjoyed a delicious lunch at a German  
Restaurant located in one of the restored buildings.  It was truly a 
very interesting trip that was enjoyed by all.  . 
         Mary Gemlich 

A very big thank you to Mary Gemlich for making all of the arrangements for both of these 
wonderful trips, as well as the delicious sandwiches for the picnic lunch at Fellows Riverside 
Gardens.  Kudos Mary!! 

Left to right:  Judy Frohman, Ada Pollock, Mary  
Gemlich, Valerie Wales, Sue Davis, Denise  

Herman.  Not pictured:  Irwin Gemlich 
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All Natural Bug Remedies 

We all look forward to summer when we can garden, barbecue and spend as much time as possible 
outdoors, but it also means something much less appealing - bugs.  Here a some all-natural bug  
repellents and sprays that are worth trying and that are much safer than most of the over-the-
counter versions. 
 
Mosquito Yard Spray 
Ingredients: 
 1 big bottle cheap blue mouthwash 
 3 cups Epsom salt 
 3 - 12 oz. bottles stale cheap beer 
 
Mix these three ingredients together until the salt is dissolved.  Spray anywhere  
you sit outside; around pools, deck or any other sitting areas.  It will not harm 
your plants or flowers.  The mosquitoes will be gone from that area for approximately 80 days.  The stronger 
you make the mix, the longer it lasts and it has a nice mint smell, too.  It’s recommended that you spray twice 
during the summer.  You can sit outside at night and never get bitten.  The mosquitoes leave the area you 
spray and will not come back.  This remedy has been around for at least 15 years.  It was first heard on a 
Paul Harvey segment years ago.  I found this on Facebook and thought it was worth a try. 
 

Mosquito Trap 
Cut off the top one-third of a two liter plastic bottle and remove the cap.   
Mix together: 
 1/4 cup brown sugar 
 1 cup warm water 
 1/4 tsp. yeast 
Pour the mixture into the bottle.  Put the top part of the bottle into the bottom section, upside down.   The 
mosquitos will be attracted to the sweet mixture inside the bottle but won’t be able to get out once they’ve en-
tered. 

 
Ant Repellent 
Cut a 3” x 5” index card in half 
Mix together corn syrup and Borax until the Borax is saturated.  Put some of the mixture on the card.  Sprinkle 
a little more Borax on top.  The ants are attracted to the Borax.  Place the index card where needed. 
 

Ant Spray 
1/2 cup hot water 
6 - 8 tsp. Borax 
6 tsp. sugar 
1/2 cup honey 

 
Mix the ingredients together and when cool put in a spray bottle.  Spray on areas where you have ants that 
you want to get rid of.  Don’t spray inside the house as the mixture will attract ants, so spray where they are  
coming in.  Also, it can make your pets sick if they eat it, so put some of the mixture in a bottle cap and place 
it where they can’t get to it.  It’s safe to spray on plants. 



 

 

Twinsburg Garden Club is a member of GARDEN CLUB OF OHIO, INC. 

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc., Central Atlantic Region 
 

Judy Aplis, Editor                      216-970-8838– Phone                     jcaplis1204@aol.com 

More All Natural Bug Remedies 

 
 
Citronella Plants 
 These plants make a great bug repellent and make your yard bright and beau-
tiful, too. 
 
Lemon Halves 
 Cut lemons in half and stick whole cloves inside them.  Place them by your 
food while you’re outside.   The combination of acidity and spice keep the bugs away. 

  
Other Spices 
 Other spices also work wonders fighting pesky mosquitos.  Keep bundles of lavender, mint and sage 
nearby to help ward off the blood-sucking creatures.  You can also keep sage leaves in your grill for an ever-

present mosquito repellent. 
 
Lights 
 Consider using LED light bulbs on your porch in place of regular light bulbs.  The softer glow is less 

attractive to bugs, so they won’t gravitate as much to the lighted area. 
 
Clothing 
 Also less attractive to mosquitos - lighter colored clothing.  Bugs gravitate to warmer bodies, so lighter 
colors like white, gray and pastels will keep your body temperature cooler and the insects at a distance. 

 
Johnson’s Baby Creamy Oil 
 This will keep the bugs away and also leave your skin feeling great. 
 
All-Natural Homemade Bug Spray 
  Try creating your own bug spray recipe using known insect repellents such as dried catnip, vanilla 
and essential oils.   
 
Wasp Nest 
 Spray with peppermint oil, dish soap and water.   The mixture will kill the wasps quickly.  Wait until the 

evening to spray when the wasps are less active. 
 
Slugs and Snails 
 Epsom salts will drive these slimy pests away without harming  
your plants 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


